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Friday, July 2, 2004

In thisleague, miracles happen

By Neal Rubin / The Detroit News

Let it be known now
and forevermore that on Monday at
7:22 p.m., Terrence Cooper of the
Cardinals hit the first home run in the
history of the Miracle League of Michigan, that it was agrand slam
and that a crowd spilling out of the stands, up the foul lines and around
the green chain-link outfield fence went appropriately berserk.
Terrenceisasolid, friendly, mentally impaired 14-year-old from
Clarkston. Unlike most of the kids at the Miracle League ballpark near
the main library in Southfield, he didn’'t need crutches, a wheelchair or
any other help to run the bases.

Just like most of them, he was so eager for the league to launch that he
was driving his mother batty. “He kept saying, ‘Mommy, do you have
my jersey ready? " said Fiesta Cooper. “‘Isit washed? We've got to
get thereon time.””

One of the great things about baseball isthat at some point, evenif it's
justin gym class or Kyle Kosup' s back yard, everyone who playsit has
a shining moment. A kid catches afly ball or bloops asingle at a key
moment or, like my friend Ron Knudson, gets plunked in the ribs with
apitch to bring home the winning run.

Before any of that can happen, you haveto play. And for alot of kids
with disabilities, grassy ball fields and muddy playgrounds and even
Kyle s back yard are inaccessible.

The Miracle League smooths the base paths. It provides coaches,
uniforms, on-field assistance and most of al opportunity — a special
cushioned synthetic diamond that looks like the real thing.

The league went from grand notion to Opening Day in 11 months, a
fair-sized miraclein itself. To register a child, volunteer, donate or
simply marvel, go to www.michiganmiracle.org or call chairman
Stephen Peck at (248)506-4604.

Be prepared to go appropriately berserk. When Terrence homered, he
played it cool, trotting around the bases like a pro. Meantime, says his
mom, “| was yelling and screaming and jumping up and down.”

IN THEORY, it’' s no disgrace to use truckloads of Washington state
cherriesin Traverse City. The annual celebration is the National
Cherry Festival, after all.

In practice, though, the festival and the cherry growers of northern and

» Comment on this story
» Send this story to a friend
» Get Home Delivery

http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/a02-201200.htm (1 of 2)7/2/2004 8:16:12 PM

Marketplace Detroit

* Browse the Classifieds
* New & Used Cars

* Employment
* Homes or Apartments

* Shop Online

Home Delivery Center

* Start home delivery
* Renew subscription
* Customer service

Metro/State

. Metro/State index for
Friday, July 2, 2004

« May flooding victims
to get aid

. Divided country unites
to celebrate nation's birth

« $290 million jackpot
stirs mega-dreams

. Terror convict seeks
bond

. Metro Airport bid
process guestioned

. News sues City
Council

. Inthis league, miracles
happen

. Vessel passages at
Detroit

. Cash transfers attract
feds

. Bush orders federal
aid for people affected by

May flooding
. Fed detention worker

accused of stealing
$200,000 from detainees

« 5 men found guilty of

defrauding U.S.
Education Department



http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/poll/
http://info.detnews.com/feedback/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/photogalleries/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/weather/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/horoscope/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/lottery/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/giveaways/index.cfm
http://www2.uclick.com/client/tno/cx/
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?s_site=detnews&p_product=DTNB&p_theme=gannett&p_action=customized
http://www.detnews.com/search/staff.htm
http://www.detnews.com/autosinsider/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/autosconsumer/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/autosconsumer/autoreviews.cfm
http://www.cars.com/carsapp/detnews/?szc=48226&srv=parser&act=display&tf=/features/incentives/incentives_index.tmpl
http://www.cars.com/carsapp/detnews/?szc=Enter+Zip+Code&srv=report&act=index&tf=/quick_newmodels-index.tmpl
http://info.detnews.com/joyrides/
http://www.detnews.com/business/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/money/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/careers/index.htm
http://detnews.micareerbuilder.com/
http://www.detnews.com/realestate/index.htm
http://www.mihomehunt.com/?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/wayne/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/oakland/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/macomb/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/livingston/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/commuting/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/obituaries/index.htm
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/deathnotices/index.cfm?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/schools/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/specialreports/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/editorial/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/VOICES/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/history/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/nation/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/politics/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/census/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/health/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/religion/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/technology/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/sports/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/lions/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/pistons/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/wings/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/tigers/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/shock/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/msu/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201408.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201408.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d02-201376.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d02-201376.htm
javascript:comments(letteradress)
javascript:comments(letteradress)
javascript:shareit()
javascript:shareit()
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
http://www.michiganmiracle.org/
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?id=1&url=marketplacedetroit.com
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?id=1&url=miwheelshunt.com
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?id=1&url=detnews.micareerbuilder.com
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?id=1&url=mihomehunt.com
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?id=1&url=www.marketplacedetroit.com/html/shopping.html?detnews
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201412.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201412.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/a01-201625.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/a01-201625.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201415.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201415.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201404.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201404.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201409.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201409.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201408.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d01-201408.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d02-201376.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/d02-201376.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/b01-200470.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/b01-200470.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200929.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200929.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200929.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200696.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200696.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200696.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200700.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200700.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0407/02/metro-200700.htm

In this league, miracles happen - 07/02/04

U-mMm
More Colleges
High Schools
Golf

Motor Sports
Qutdoors

More Sports
Scoreboards
Entertainment
Entertainment
Events

-- Event Finder
Movies/TV/DVD
-- Movie Finder
-- TV Listings
Eats & Drinks
-- Restaurants
-- Wine Report
Books

CD Reviews
Escapes
Casino Guide
Michigan's Best
Living
Lifestyle
Homestyle
Fitness
Forums

News Talk
Faith Talk
Autos Talk
Wings Talk
Lions Talk
Pistons Talk

Tigers Talk
Big 10 Talk

High Schools
Movie Talk

Tech Talk
Weblogs
Politics Blog
Tigers Blog
Pistons Blog
Golf Blog

western Michigan rest easier when it’slocal pits being spit. And thanks
to the best growing season in three years, the celebration will be awash
in Michigan cherries when its eight-day run starts Saturday.

Whilethe local crop in 2003 was decent, the festival was on cherry life
support after brutal spring weather in 2002.

“What we feel most disheartened about when that happensis how it
impacts the local growers,” says media director Susan Wilcox Olson.
At least the nonlocal growers did well that year, but her kids don’t go
to school with their kids.

Anyway, while out-of-state cherries will be used at the festival in
keeping with the national theme, most of the fruit in the cherry ice
cream, cherry fudge, cherry pancakes, cherry zucchini nut bread and
cherry everything else will have Michigan roots.

A FEW MORE hits of cherry education: Michigan is known as the
cherry capital because it exports close to 80 percent of all tart cherries.
Tarts are harvested two or three weeks after sweets and are typically
used in things like frozen foods and pie fillings.

For those who get most of their cherries from cocktail skewers, you're
eating Queen Anns. They’re big in Leelanau County, and they’re used
for cherry liqueurs as well as maraschinos.

The firm, early ripening, medium-sized cherries you see at roadside
stands are usualy Vivas, Olson says. Pie cherries are Montmorency,
sturdy with a pale yellow flesh, while Balaton cherries are “very firm
with dark, juicy flesh.”

I’m not completely comfortable with the idea of cherries having flesh,
but I’m sure that won't stop me for long.

A QUICK noteto the driver in the baseball cap, rolling down the
center lane of the southbound Lodge at 58 m.p.h. in asilver Toyota
Solara convertible:

Y ou can turn your blinker off now.

Neal Rubin appears Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. Reach
him at (313) 222-1874, nrubin@detnews.com, or 615 W. Lafayette,

Detroit, M| 48226.
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